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On the Siheyuan and Tulou as a traditional residence

—a study on the facade of residence in China——

Bo ZHANG and Hiroshi MORIYASU

Abstract

(Received Sep. 10, 2004)

In China, since it is usual that the facade of housing is regarded as function to protect a place

where people live, the design of the facade is not paid too much attention. However, with

development in economy and society as well as an increase of people with an aesthetic sense,

recent years have seen the demand of well-designed facade.

This research was conducted by analyzing the facade of two traditional residences in China:

Tulou in Fujian Province and SiheiYuan in Beijing. The purpose of this paper is to examine

the facade of each residence in terms of its formation and development and to consider a

correlation between characteristics of those traditional residences and regional features where

those houses are located.

This study reveals that the traditional residences in China share many characteristics, but

on the other hand each traditional residence is greatly influenced by regional feature. It is

possible that those characteristics could have a great influence on the facade of modern

apartment in China.
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